1.5 Assignment
[bookmark: _GoBack]Target Populations and Policy Analysis
Introduction and Alignment
In analyzing policy, human service professionals always consider how the policy impacts marginalized populations. In other words, we consider how the policy impacts the most vulnerable members of our society. One example of a marginalized, vulnerable population is children. Minorities, women, older adults, LGBTQ populations, single parents, and people with disabilities are a few examples of populations of people who are marginalized. Again, as human services professionals, we must always consider the intended and unintended consequences a policy may have on marginalized groups. To get you thinking about the reality of a policy, or lack of policy (or gaps in policy) and how it may impact a marginalized group, we will be looking at the target population of children. You will watch a video of children in poverty talking about their experiences. After viewing the video, you will consider how the policy you chose in Assignment 1.4 Dropbox may impact children. 
Upon completion of this assignment, you should be able to:
· Analyze how political and economic changes affect social policy.
· Examine how political values and ideologies influence social policy.
Resources
· Textbook: Social Policy for Effective Practice: A Strengths Approach
· Video: PBS Frontline: Poor Kids
Background Information
You will continue working on your policy paper by selecting a target population and writing about how the policy you chose to focus on in the last assignment is intended to help the target population. This assignment will help you gain an understanding of policies and how they may impact a target population.
Instructions
1. In the textbook, Social Policy for Effective Practice: A Strengths Perspective, review:
a. Chapter 1, “Social Work and Social Policy: A Strengths Perspective”
b. Chapter 2, “The Historical Context: Basic Concepts and Early Influences”
c. Chapter 3, “The Historical Context: Development of Our Current Welfare System”
d. Chapter 4, “The Economic and Political Contexts”
2. Watch the video PBS Frontline: Poor Kids  
3. Use your textbook and other resources to research the impacts and effects of your selected policy on children.
4. In a one-page paper, address at least three ways the policy you chose in Assignment 1.4 may impact children (either positively, negatively or both). You do not need to use references in your paper because you are simply speculating. You may also use first person (“I think”).
5. When you have completed the assignment, save a copy for yourself in an easily accessible place, and submit a copy to your instructor using the Dropbox by the end of the workshop.
